EQUAL project “Step by step”

Component of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs:

Harmonization of legislation with EU legal acts in the field of asylum; evaluation of the national legislation

Asylum seeker is a person who has arrived in the country in order to get international protection in order to escape from:

· persecution because of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or  membership of a particular social group, or

· death penalty, torture or inhuman,  degrading treatment, or

· threats of violence caused by international or internal armed conflict.

Asylum seeker’s right in the Republic of Latvia.
· Rights to stay in the Republic of Latvia till final decision;

· To get information;

· To turn to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees;

· To invite person in order to get juridical aid;

· To get urgent medical aid;

· To get asylum seeker document;

· To submit an application, to acquaint with consideration materials of application and give explanation in the language he knows.

· Rights to appeal;

· Rights to person’s data protection;

· Rights to education (for under age persons).

Asylum seekers obligations in the Republic of Latvia:
· To keep the rules, to keep the law and other measures determined in order to establish public policy;

· To give information which could affect granting of status;

· To collaborate with State Border guard in order it could get finger prints;

·  To exit medical inspection because of society health interests;

·  To keep to regulations of the Asylum seekers reception center during residence.

Asylum system in Latvia was established and first asylum applications were received in the year 1998. During period from the year 1998 till the present time legal acts of asylum field were amended, and also new legal acts were issued in order to provide eligibility of legal base to requirements of the European Union and human rights norms.

Improvement of asylum system in Latvia still continues. In order to provide effective and practical realization of asylum seekers rights it is necessary to evaluate actual legal norms and elaborate proposals for development of those norms. 

Within the framework of the European Community Initiative EQUAL project “Step by step” there will be:
· Evaluated national legislation in respect of

·  role of municipalities and nongovernmental sector in providing  and realization of asylum seekers rights;

· collaboration possibilities in the work with asylum seekers;

· employment conditions.

Regulations of an establishment of the Asylum seekers reception center “Mucenieki” are elaborated are submitted to Ministry of Interior for approval.
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